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The Chilean National AIDS Commission (CONASIDA) recently reported that the number of
condoms imported to the country increased by 100% between 1991 and 1992. In 1992, a total of 11
million condoms were imported, representing three per male between the ages of 15 and 64. The
Commission, with support from the government, has conducted an AIDS prevention campaign
which promotes the use of condoms. The campaign has been strongly condemned by Chilean
Catholic Church officials. The Commission said that although indications regarding an increase
in condom use were positive, CONASIDA intends to launch a testing program aimed at allowing
it to advise consumers regarding the quality of the condoms. In a recent study conducted by the
National Consumer Service and the University of Chile, none of the 18 brands of condoms available
met international standards. (Source: Agence France-Presse, 01/19/93)
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